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This article presents the results of an assessment of the Quality of
Infamt Education done in the Seville area. Cuality was defined in struc-
tural and process variables. Structural variables were the ratio, group
size and fm:’m’zg of teachers; process variables included classroom
quality, assessed with the ECERS scale (Harms and Clifford, 1980), and
educational practices, ohserved with OAP (Palacios and Lerva, 1991).
The sample was composed of 59 preschool units of five-year-old chil-
dren. Data show a description of the struciural and process vaviables of
quality, the interrelations between both sets of variables, and differ-
ences in the guality of provisions offered by public and private sectors.
The reswlts indicate a general fow guality of care and that there is a
need for further improvement in the quality of day-care provision.

Introduction

Education for the under fives in Spain is a high profile issue at the moment, Since the for-
mulation of the LOGSE' in 1990, a new educational system has been designed. This new sys-
tem guaraniees the right to education for children between 0-18 years old, and is defined as
having three educational levels: Infant Education (0-6), Primary School (6-12) and Secondary
School (12-18). Infant Education is divided into two stages: the first level for children under
three, and the second level for children three to six. Although Infant Education is not compul -
sory, it is now considered to be an educational stage that will support the children’s psycho-
logical development (MEC, 1991), Infant Education is provided by public and private sectors.
The public sector is composed of preschool units dependent on Educational Authorities, infant
centres run by Welfare Authorities and, occasionally, Local Authority centres. The private
sector involves centres dependent on the Catholic Church and other private initiatives.
Whereas the first stage of Infant Education is provided, in the main, by the private sector
ond level is mainly funded by the public sector (66%) (Munoz-Repiso, 1992).
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